8o                     A TOTAL ECLIPSE.

And after a while, she spoke. And she turned
to Aja, and said, in a voice that resembled a hiss:
Fool 1 thou wouldst not takev the blue flower I
offered thee, though its fragrance could not have
been matched by anything in the three worlds.
Now, then, I will take another way. So as he
watched her, she was gone: and he saw before
him nothing but the empty city wall.

And as he looked again, not crediting the testi-
mony of his own eyes, he heard a sharp cry from
the King's daughter. And he turned, and saw
Yashowati sinking to the ground. And at that
very moment Natabhnikuti stood again before him.
And she looked at him with strange eyes, and said
slowly: Go now, and enjoy thy wife. But I must
give thee just one kiss, before I go.

And as Aja looked into her eyes, suddenly, like
a flash of lightning, he understood. And he struck
his hand upon his brow, exclaiming: Ha! Now,
now, I understand, too late. Thou art that very
she, that was jealous of the King's daughter's
beauty, and ruined her out of spite. And I have
been befooled by thee, and failed to stand the test.
And he ground Ms teeth with rage, that swept
through him like a storm. And he said to himself:
Alas.! I threw away my sword. No matter. Now,
then, as she said herself, I will take another way.